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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application for patent filed on 03/12/04. Claims 
1-27 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Therrien et al. (hereinafter Therrien) US publication number 2004/0093555 A1. 

As per claims 1 and 13, Therrien teaches a manager server (par 0027 and 0029) 
comprising: 

A network adapter to connect the manager server to a network (fig 6-7), the 
network including a plurality of storage servers (fig 3, multiple fileservers), the plurality 
of storage servers implementing a plurality of data replication relationships (fig 4, items 
14 and 15 discuss replication; see also, par 0029 and 0069); and a storage facility to 
contain a data structure representing the plurality of data replication relationships to 
enable a user to centrally manage the plurality of data replication relationships (par 
0029 and 0069; par 0036). 
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As per claims 2 and 14, Therrien teaches a user that centrally manage the 
plurality of data replication relationships by allowing the user to apply one of a plurality 
of replication policies to each data replication relationship (fig 4 discusses replication 
relationship; see par 0033). 

As per claims 3 and 15, Therrien teaches a data source and a data destination, 
and at least one replication policy comprises an update schedule that specifies how 
often the data source should be replicated at the destination (par 0029, 0035, 0039). 

As per claims 4 and 16, Therrien teaches a throttle that specifies an amount of 
bandwidth that a schedule data replication can consume (capacity rebalancing, par 
0067). 

As per claims 5 and 18, Therrien teaches update data replication relationships 
implemented by the plurality of storage servers based on the replication policy applied 
to each data replication relationships (par 0029, 0035, 0039). 

As per claims 6 and 17, Therrien teaches update based on changes in data 
replication relationships implemented by plurality of storage servers (par 0029, 0035, 
0039). 

As per claims 7 and 19, Therrien discloses a database (repository, fig 1 and 3). 

As per claim 8, Therrien teaches a graphical user interface (par 0023). 

As per claim 9, Therrien teaches allowing a user author replication policies that 
can be applied to one or more of the plurality of data replication relationships (fig 4, 
elements 14, 15). 

As per claim 10, Therrien discloses fileservers (fig 2-3). 
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As per claim 1 1 , Therrien teaches a method comprising: 

Creating a replication policy that specifies one or more attributes of a data 
replication transfer (fig 4, elements 14 and 15 discuss replication policy; furthermore, 
regarding attributes, they are inherent or part of the replication because once an item is 
reproduced it must have the same attribute.with the original item); and applying the 
replication policy to a plurality of data replication relationships being implemented by a 
plurality of storage servers (see par 0029, 0035, 0039). 

As per claim 12, Therrien teaches associating the replication policy to a plurality 
of data replication relationships in a data structure stored in a central storage facility 
(par 0029 and 0069; par 0036). 

As per claims 20-27, they contain the same limitations as discussed in claims 1- 
10 above. Therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz B. Jean whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3937. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-f. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Frantz Jean 



FRANTZ B. JEAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




